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The Fault in Our Stars by John Green

Despite the tumour-shrinking medical miracle that has bought her a few
years, Hazel has never been anything but terminal, her final chapter
inscribed upon diagnosis. But when a gorgeous plot twist named Augustus
Waters suddenly appears at Cancer Kid Support Group, Hazel's story is
about to be completely rewritten.

Insightful, bold, irreverent, and raw, The Fault in Our Stars is award-
winning author John Green's most ambitious and heartbreaking work yet,
brilliantly exploring the funny, thrilling, and tragic business of being alive

and in love.

The reviewers say:

'A novel of life and death and the people caught in between, The Fault in Our
Stars is John Green at his best. You laugh, you cry, and then you come back

for more.' Markus Zusak, bestselling and Printz Honor-winning
author of The Book Thief

'An electric portrait of young people who learn to live life with one foot in the
grave. Filled with staccato bursts of humor and tragedy, The Fault in Our
Stars takes a spin on universal themes-Will I be loved? Will I be remembered?
Will T leave a mark on this world?-by dramatically raising the stakes for the
characters who are asking.'Jodi Picoult, bestselling author of My
Sister's Keeper and Sing You Home




'John Green writes incredible, honest truths about the secret, weird hearts of
human beings. He makes me laugh and gasp at the beauty of a sentence or the
twist of a tale. He is one of the best writers alive and I am seething with envy
of his talent.' E. Lockhart, National Book Award Finalist and Printz
Honor-winning author of The Disreputable History of Frankie
Landau Banks and The Boyfriend List




Teacher Review - Spoiler Alert: The Price of Dawn is Blood by
Rohan Clifford

When you get your hands on a copy of John Green’s new book The Fault in
Our Stars, check inside the cover. Green personally autographed the first 150
000 copies (the entire first print run), at least that’s what Wikipedia has to say
on the matter (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John Green (author)). Since

Green’s 2005 acclaimed debut novel Looking for Alaska, and the
subsequent An Abundance of Katherines and Paper Towns, Green has
collaborated on 3 more books and released short stories for various
compendiums, as well as a great deal of on-line and interactive material. This,
despite having possibly the worst hand cramp in history. or possibly,
Wikipedia is wrong. Which is possible, because not everything can be plain
sailing in an infinite universe. You just have to take your chances. That’s the
credo of the characters in Green’s new novel, existing as they do in a universe
seemingly oblivious to their suffering. A universe, which allows the young and
promising to die from horrible and dehumanising cancers, and leaving the
living scarred.

Unlike many cancer stories, Green’s novel looks at the view from within
courtesy of a support group, meeting regularly in a church splayed out in the
shape of a cross. This is where sixteen year old, parentally-adored and
terminal (no spoiler) Hazel, meets survivor Augustus through mutual friend
and fellow resident of Cancervania, Isaac. Amidst all the seeming fragility of
what becomes known as survivor’s group, there is a blunt acceptance of the
above-mentioned credo. The view from inside the universe of potentially
terminal disease, as you would expect, is full of fear and desperation, but also
acceptance and coping. From outside that world, we might call it bravery.
Inside, you don’t have the choice of bravery, so it is just how you get on with it.
Or how you don’t.

There’s an edge to the voice of Green’s characters that is confronting. They’re
tough. They yell from the page like a short-changed New York Cabbie, even
though the story is set in Indiana. And that’s even when theyre not yelling.
The dialogue in The Fault in our Starsis at times cynical and quick-fire,
hinting, perhaps at ways of coping with the obscene brutality of cancer.



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Green_(author)

I didn’t tell him that my diagnosis came just three months after I

got my first period. Like: Congratulations! You’re a woman. Now
die.

Hazel continues to exist, largely thanks to a range of hospital equipment and
medication, including a portable oxygen tank because, as she admits, her
lungs suck at being lungs. All the while Hazel struggles to draw breath, she
nourishes us readers with some impressive observations:

There is only one thing in this world shi**ier than biting it from
cancer when you’re sixteen, and that’s having a kid who bites it
Jrom cancer.

Observations, which reveal the world-view of a sensitive soul in a ghastly,
insensitive universe. But it’s not all cannulas and treatment, gradual
dismemberment and slow suffocation.

On the outskirts of Cancervania, parents have their own survival methods,
forcing themselves to cope with the daily terror of losing their once
blossoming children to the destruction of their own cells. Some manage by
embracing positive affirmations, over time emblazoning them across
cushions, placemats, bed spreads until entire households become museums of
absurd positivity. (My parents call them encouragements, explains
Augustus).

Some are stoic. Some are comically hopeless, crying at the mention of death,
or at the mention of anything that might lead to the mention of death. Some
are absent, others, very much, are present.

In Green’s novel, there is love, and of course there is loss. There is much,
much humour and teenage angst. There is diminution and there is growth, the
reduction and destruction of beautiful human beings and their glorious,
gorgeous evolution. There is the same constant search for meaning, uniting
the dying with the living, the blamed with the blameless. Underpinning all of
this, there is the very human question of why or how this could happen.

Answers are found in the writing of Hazel’s revered and reclusive Dutch
author Peter Van Houten, who has written just one novel An Imperial
Affliction, the closest thing Hazel has ever had to a bible (Pain demands to




be felt, says Van Houten). It is when she reluctantly shares her devotion to
this book with Augustus (who returns the favour by introducing Hazel to The
Price of Dawn and it’s triple digit zombie-death count) that the sparks of
attraction are kindled. The ensuing romance, acknowledged by both parties as
inherently star-crossed and quite possibly futile is funny, uplifting, perhaps
even death-defying.

He sighed, exhaling for so long that to my crap lungs it seemed
like he was bragging.

Beautiful.

The Fault in our Stars is not about dealing with cancer or about cancer per se.
It is about how brilliantly well these smart and truly tangible characters react
and cope with what an infinite universe has dealt them and how we can
identify ourselves as the bumbling, well-meaning idiots who live somewhere
outside Cancervania.

There is not meaning to be found in these stars. But there is meaning to be

made.




Key Understandings & skills

Information and communication technology (ICT) competence:

e Research and critically evaluate information in relation to the text, on
the Internet

e Digital Scrapbook

e Book Trailer creation

e ICT activities as listed below

Critical and Creative Thinking:

Infer character motivation

Locate and interpret evidence

Reinforce the comprehension strategies

Make personal connections to the text and reflect on related issues
Investigate author characterization and setting

How authors use imagery effectively

Character profiles, character maps

Problem solving

Ethical Behaviour/ Personal and Social Competence:

e Personal connections — how might you react to situations if you were in
this situation?

e Make personal connections to the text and reflect on related issues
e Realism of the story — realism versus narrative. Could this situation
really happen?

Use as a model for personal reflective writing based on experience

Assessment

‘For’ assessment:
Digital Scrapbook/Writers Notebook.

This will lead students to reflect on and respond to The Fault in Our Stars,
by creating a digital scrapbook/writers notebook. Students view a sample
electronic scrapbook and use the project rubric to evaluate it, becoming
familiar with the project requirements in the process. They use an online tool
to evaluate resources on a topic related to a piece of literature and post their
evaluations for class reference. Students then use online resources to capture
“scraps” of information about their assigned topic and create a scrapbook
using Keynote/PowerPoint, Prezi, iMovie/Windows Movie Maker or Animoto,
making sure to cite all their sources.




They share their online scrapbook with the class, defending their choice of
scrapbook entries: why is the entry important to the understanding of the
topic?

Source URL - Outline/further resources:

http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/literary-
scrapbooks-online-electronic-787.html?tab=4#tabs

Alternatively, the Digital Scrapbook can be done as a Writer’s Notebook (using
an exercise book to record their reflections and response’s to the text)

‘As’ assessment:

Reading and Writing conferring, Digital Scrapbook/Writers Notebook
development (rubric assessment — self, peer, teacher), on demand testing.

‘Of assessment:

Folio of pieces, presented as Digital Scrapbook/Writers Notebook. Practice
analytical text response essays. Various written text responses that explore
theme, character development etc. Students will have evidence of planning
(supported via Digital Scrapbook/Writers Notebook. This will include
evidence of note taking/summarizing to support their point of view etc.)
within the portfolio.

Exam:

Analytical text response essay.




Suggested Teaching and Learning Activities:

Digital Scrapbook:

Choose one of the following applications to create your digital
scrapbook; Pages, Keynote, Word

Name your Digital Scrapbook The Fault in Our Stars- Novel
Study- Your name/Term/Start date

Save this to your desktop, you will be working on this throughout the
Term as you read

As you follow the directions that will be given to you over the duration
of the Term, remember to cut and paste all URL’s of all sites you use to
research, create pieces, and access/find images/music/film links into
your Digital Scrapbook

Before Reading:

In your Digital Scrapbook, write a few paragraphs predicting what you
think The Fault in Our Stars is about, based solely on your reading
of the blurb

Don'’t forget to SAVE your work!

About The Author:

Take some time to research the Author of The Fault in Our Stars, John
Green.Record any and all information you find in your Digital
Scrapbook/Writers Notebook. (Be sure to record all URL’s for information
cited). You might like to begin here-

http://johngreenbooks.com/the-fault-in-our-stars/

http: //www.penguin.com.au/products/9780143567592 /fault-our-stars

http: //www.youtube.com/user/crashcourse/videos?view=0



http://johngreenbooks.com/the-fault-in-our-stars/
http://www.penguin.com.au/products/9780143567592/fault-our-stars
http://www.youtube.com/user/crashcourse/videos?view=0

Suggested Activities for Secondary Students

Reflections on the Novel

Now you have completed reading The Fault in Our Stars, it is time to
reflect on the novel. Revisit the work you completed while reading. Were your
early reading predictions and character analysis correct?

Write a page on how the outcomes of the novel differed from your early
predictions, or were the same.

Interview:

Choose a character from The Fault in Our Stars to interview. Write 6
questions you would ask this character and then write the answers you think
the character would give you.

Letter from a character:

Write a letter from a chosen character another character. Take this
opportunity to express your thoughts and feelings.

6 Word Story:

Using only six words, sum up The Fault in Our Stars and its story line. You
may choose to do this from the point of view of one of the characters.

Write an Epilogue/Prologue:
Choose to write either an epilogue or a prologue for The Fault in Our Stars.

Depending on which you choose, set your epilogue/prologue 10 years into the
future or the past. You may do this from any characters point of view.




ICT Activities

Character Voki
1. After reading chapters 1-4 choose two characters from the book.
2. You will be creating a talking avatar using Voki.com.

3. Go to Voki.com and log-in or create a Voki account. (Note: If you are not
logged in, you will not be able to embed your Voki in your blog/keynote.)

4. Choose two characters from The Fault in Our Stars. Create a Voki for
those characters. Due to the word count limitations in each Voki, you may
need to do a few Vokis for your character to complete the speech
requirements. You're writing the speech in first person as if the character is
talking about him/her. Include the following details in your speech:

e Three text details that describe their behaviors, how they feel, what
they might be thinking about one another/their situation, their
appearance, etc.




Thinking about the characters in The Fault in Our Stars

¢ Go to http://oneword.com/

e After reading the instructions, click ‘go’

¢ You will have ONE minute. With the word that appears at the top of the
screen choose to do one of the following-

e Write a piece of dialogue between two characters using the word
provided

e OR

e Write as much as you can about a character using the word provided.

Do NOT submit your writing, instead, highlight what you have written, copy
and paste OR take a screenshot of the page. Paste this into a page in your
Digital Scrapbook. Don’t forget to copy in the URL of the site and date your
work.

i often wonder what to do with the stem from the broccolli

Name *
E-Mail *

Website



http://oneword.com/

‘FaceBook’ Page:

Imagine what Facebook pages of characters from the novel might look like.
Think about what their status updates might look like and the post’s they
might put on one another’s wall.

e Create a folder on your desktop entitled The Fault in Our Stars-
FaceBook Page.

e Begin searching for and collecting copyright free images that represent
your visualisation of the characters and the locations they live/visit.
Go to http://www.myfakewall.com/

e Create an account using your student email account
Create a fake FaceBook page for any character in The Fault in Our
Stars

e Take screenshot, save URL and add to your Digital Scrapbook

e Go here for an example http://www.myfakewall.com/wall/edit/134739

Sleeping Beauty [Edit profile info]

@ Princess at King and Queen & Studied at None needed, I'm pretty In a relationship
with Prince Charming g Lives in Fairy Land #% From Far Far Away g Born on 100 years
ago

TR 2L
[Change profile pic] [Resize]

[Edit] [Edl(] [Edit] 7 [dl(] [Edit]
[Add friend] [Add post] [Add photo post]

Friends &
Sleeping Beauty
@ Snow White - Sick of the other princess's talking smack about Charming dumping me
. [Edit] - [Remove]

: % . for being too tired all the time
@ BFF [Edit] - [Delete] - [Comment]

ﬁ]‘l:v::\ Like - Comment - Share - See Friendship

Cinderella - [Edit]
« [Remove]
2nd BFF

Y 53 and 2 people like this

Sleeping Beauty Having a sleepover

Come to my castle for the bestest sleepover evah!
[Edit] - [Delete] - [Comment]

ﬁ] Next Week - Like - Comment - Share - See Friendship
b 4567 and 456 people like this

Prince Charming -
g1 [Edit] - [Remove]
il Love of My LIFE!!



http://www.myfakewall.com/
http://www.myfakewall.com/wall/edit/134739

Responses to Text:

Short Poem Creation:

e Go to http://www.piclits.com/compose_dragdrop.aspx

e Choose a photo that represents themes from The Fault in Our Stars
to you

e Choose words from lists, drag and drop to create your PicLit poem

e Save and add to your Digital Scrapbook

TagGalaxy Warm Up:

e Go to http://taggal
e Type in a keyword that elucidates a theme from the novel; e.g.- Hope
e Click on a planet

Take a screenshot of the resulting image

Select one of the images that will inspire you to write

Take another screenshot

Save these screenshots to your Digital Scrapbook and write a short
poem/story (no less than 25 words) inspired by the image

e Don’t forget to Save and add to your Digital Scrapbook



http://www.piclits.com/compose_dragdrop.aspx
http://taggalaxy.de/

Book Trailer — The Fault in Qur Stars

Using iMovie/Windows Movie Maker, you will be creating a Book Trailer for
The Fault in Our Stars. This will form part of your assessment for this Unit
of work.

Create a folder on your desktop titled Book Trailer- The Fault in
Our Stars.

Source images from the following websites (remember to save the
URL'’s of the images chosen and paste them into a Word doc for later).
http://www.morguefile.com/

http://www.wylio.com/

http://imagebase.davidniblack.com/main.php
http://www.photos8.com/

Once you have chosen and saved your images to the folder, begin your
storyboard

Go to Pages/Word Processing/Miscellaneous

Select Storyboard

Begin planning your trailer using the storyboard template

Remember to consider the following-

1. Are your chosen images relevant?

Will you include text?

Is the text relevant?

Where will choose to place text?

Are you complying with copyright rules?

Is your music choice relevant?

Does it suit the ‘mood’ you are trying to convey?

Nou e

Once satisfied with your storyboard, consider music choice.

Use the following site to source creative commons licensed music
(remember to save the URL’s of the music chosen and paste them into
a Word doc for later)
https://creativecommons.org/legalmusicforvideos

Open iMovie and begin creating your Book Trailer

Don’t forget to paste all URL’s for sites used into a Bibliography Slide at
the end of your book trailer.

Use the following checklist to determine if your Trailer is ready to
submit for assessment.



http://www.morguefile.com/
http://www.wylio.com/
http://imagebase.davidniblack.com/main.php
http://www.photos8.com/
https://creativecommons.org/legalmusicforvideos

Book Trailer Checklist

You are NOT finished until you complete all of these steps!

Verify that every single image link works. If one doesn’t work, you have 2
choices:

replace the picture and cite the new one
find the image and cite it properly

Put your citations in the order the pictures appear in the video. Make your
citation slide pretty:

Line up all the entries
Make the fonts all the same
Double check your spelling and capitalization

Do this: file — save as pictures
Insert your citation picture into iMovie

Double-check all of your spelling and grammar on your trailer text
frames.

Make sure your music matches the mood of the book.

Make sure you have included the title, author, and book cover picture
in the very beginning of your trailer.

Once you have done all of this, finalize the trailer, fill out the bottom part, and
give this sheet to your teacher.

Name:

Book Trailer name:

Saved to ...... folder/ server.....:




Book Trailer Rubric

Daily grade:

/25: All images (except the book cover) found on sites listed

/25: citation slide present at end of trailer

/50: All links on citation slide work (-10 for each problem)
Test grade:

/50: Grammar (-5 points for each major error)
Elements:

/10: Mood was obvious and consistent

/5: Setting was represented and matched mood and pictures

/20: Plot was introduced, but not completely revealed; it made
sense

/10: Pictures were interesting and made sense

/5: Title of the book was included




Quote Cards

The following quote cards can be used in a variety of ways with students as
writing prompts, tools for prediction, book trailer creation and class
discussion.

Hos

My thovdhts are stars
| cont fothom wito

consteloations.

But then | wonted more time
<o we coud fol w love.
| ot my wish, | soprose.

| bt my scor.




You dovit gt to choose
i you gt hurt in this world,
old man, but you do have some soy

v who hurts yo.
| flee my chowces. | hore she fices hers.

| do, Avgustus.
| do.

¥ Im dead, | wont you to know
| wil be sidvg ot you from heaven
every tme you ask someove
to share ther feelngs

You of al peork
kvow it is possivk
to e with pown.




A< lovg os erther
of us < alve,
| wi be your mother

| never quite cavgnt
his scent agan,

GCref does vot change you, l

Hoz¢l

It reveak you.




kaac: | diclice g m a world
without Avgustus Waters,

Computer: | dovit wnderstano—
kaoc: Me vexther, Pouse.

"But it wos re a
Prviege to love hm, hoh?”

| nodded wto hs sht,

"Gives you on idea
how | feel obout you!

“You ore 9ong to ve a ood
and lovg Ke Fled with great
and terrie moments that you
comot even wogvie yet!




—

llove Jou present tense

The only rerson | realy
wanted to tak to adoout

Auustvs Watersk death
wos Avgustus Woters,

We ve v a wniverse devoted
to the creation avd erodication,
of aworvess Avgustus Waters
dd vot de ofter o brgthy bottle with cancer.

He ded ofter a brgthy batte
with humon consciovsness,
a vicbm-os you wil be-of the unverses veed to
moke and nmake ol thet i< possivk.




Avgustus Waters
ded evht days
ofter his prefuneral
ot Memorial v the ICU)

when the cancer,
which wos mode of hm,

finoly storred his heort,
which wos oko mode of hm,

Avgustus Woaters
was the areat
stor—crossed

ove of my ife.

"When the scentists of the future
show r of my hovse with robot eyes

and they tel me to try them on
| wil tel the scentists to screw off

becavse | do ot want to see a worll
withovt hwm!




But, Gus, my bve
| connot tel you how thanktul
| om for our it whnty
| woubt trode it for the worll
You gave me a forever
with the mmbered doys,
ond M aratefu

"Whats thot?”
“Thot bwdry basket?’
"No, vext to it
| dovit see anything vext to it

“tts my bst shred of danty
tts very smal’

T hat wos
the last good doy

| hod with Gus unti the
Lost Good Doy,




"Hes not that smort,
“Shes rant.

its just thot most realy sood—ooking
reork are stupd <o | exceed expectabions

"Riht, its prmarly his hotnes<’ | said

Wt can be sort of bhvding” he said
It actwoly did bivd our friend koac | <ad],

And so much depends, upon
o ble sky b oren by the
branches of trees above.
So much depends bpon
the tronsporent G—tue ervptivg from
the gt of the ble=irred boy

So much depends vpon
this observer of the wverse.

Accordvy to the conventions
of the snre, Avgustus Waters kept
hs sense of humor i the end
dd not for a moment waver wm s courage,
and his spnt <oored fice an domitable eode
untl the world e covd viot contan
hs joyous soul




The Avgustus Woters
of the crooked smies and
unsmokeed cgoretts wos gone,
replaced oy this desperate
humitoted creoture sttty there
beveath me,

Some witnibes are
iager
than other nbnrties,

| odways thowdnt my obortuary

woud be w al the newsparers,
that 1d have o story worth telng

| aways hod ths searet suspicon thot | wos special




You soy youtre ot special

becavse the world doesn't
know about you,
bt that's an wisult to me.

| know about you!

“Thats whot | eheve,
| beleve the tnverse
wants to be noticed!

How are the eges?’

ON, excelnt. | mean, theyre not
M my Vead is the only proboem’




Ma'am, your davdnters cor
hos just been deserveay
eaged by a blnd mon,

Plase dose the door
ovid 90 back wiside

or wel be forced to cal the polce’,

| always thowdht e coud love me
becavse he'd once been sick.,

Oy viow dd it ocour to me
thot moyoe he <t wos.

"Woud it be absoltely
boicrous to try and make out?”

“There s vio try
There is ony do’




Oy viow that |loved a grenade
ad | widerstand the foolshmess
of tryvg to save others from

My own mpeviong frogmentation

Dear Auvgustus,

(P T gear ool gys with ove kg

s

Hozel Grace

Some witnibies

are \igger than
other inibies




Avgustus and |
were together v the
Wwrrobabk Creatures Cb:

us and duck—blkd Platypuses.

I woudnt mind, Hozel Groce.
it would be a priviese to have
my heart broken by you!

1 vged my mmense chorngma
to ww her over!

Yourre ot et chorismatic! | .,
He scoffed dsbeleving

Yovre mostly just hot |

expavied,




I wont this dragon carrot n<otto
to become a person <o | con take
it to Los Vegos and morry it!

“Ths wit reoy o poem to reed
aboud when yov are sitting vext
to your skering mother.

i hos ke, sodomy and angel st i it!

You just vomed two
of my favourite pastimes”

When surprsed
ond excited ond wmocent
Gus emered from

Crovd Gesture Metarhoricaly
Wiched Avgustus,

| fteroly cold vot resist,




M wn bve with you,
awd M vot n the business of denyvy

myself the smpb plosure of sayng trve things

W bve with you,
ovd | know thet bve < just a shovt wmito the vod

ond thot obivion & wevitobk, and that were ol doomed
and that there wl come a day when

ol oir bbor hos been returved to dust,
ovd | know that the sm wil swolbow the ovly earth wel ever have,

ad | om W bve with you!

(I gve you my strevgth

it | con have your remission.

e gotten realy hot
since you went bivd




Im pretty wel up-to-dote
on your ffe,
becavse Gus vever.

Toks About,
Anything, Eke.

You are <o busy bewy you
that you have vo idea how
utterly unprecedented you are

| boked down my
blouse of my chest.,

"Keey your shit together,

| whispered to
my bngs.




| fel 1 ove the woy '

you ol askey:

Slowly,
ovd then ol of once.

ol aays thouwdnt the
worbl wos o

wish granting factory

Off tor, but:
What o bt time i<
She screws everdoody




Were she better or you sicker,

then the <tors woud
vot be <o terribly crossed
but it < the voture of stors to cross

“there s vio shortage of fautt
to be fowd amd our stors

it ol fett Romant,
vt ot romont,

We both know that
okay is a very frty word

Ckoy i

BURST NG

with sews&mﬁrtur




Im a grenade
and of come pont Im gowyg
to blow vp and | would
e to try and mnmze
the casvatbies, okay?

,/Ok0k+:/ he sad ofter forever.

"Mayoe okay wil
e our alays

Vi /2
Okour | sod

But | beleve m troe bve,
you know?
everoody shovld have true ove,
and it shovd last o< lovg
as your ke does”




"God youre the best!
| tod bim l

"I oet you soy that to ol the boys
who finance your

wterviotionol travel

T hats the thwg
abouvt pan.
it demands to e felt,

T hats what bve i
Love s keepig

the promise angwoy,




But s not a cancer ook,

becovse cancer ooks suck.

oh, come on,
he's viot gowmg to survive
these seventeen vkt wounds
< he?

Syoler oert: He fves

Colmbus brovdnt smakvox
to the netves;

we hol recal the
occosion with a pionc!




|-akee quite o ot

of prde nviot
knowwg what's cool

You reod o book ond it fik
you with this evangelcal zeol ond you
become convnced that the shottered word
wil vever put back together wkss and
it ol fving homans read the book.

"“Goddonmn’

Austis  sad - quetly

"Aren‘t you something eke?”




Congratultions!

You're o woman,

Now de.

Without Pain,
How Could We Know Joy?

Sutfice it to soy that the existence
of brocecdl does vot n any way

offect the toste of chocoldte




Boys do vot

have o monoroly on

the Storvg Buswviess
ofter ol

"You choose your behavbursl

based on ther

I metarhoricol resonances..







